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IN the time of 

1151 and 1166) the chure eb; uit 

; Tparochialibus copioſa) and rng e * ds, a 
Well as the church, belonging to the fee of the ual of Glou- 


35 


earl of Glouceſter 10 marks for this purpoſe. How this .hap- 
= pened, and how abbot Robert recovered this church (qualemve 


introitum prafatus Robertus abbas s" baduerit i in 1 80 * n J is n 


thub'related! by Matthew Paris. 

On the death of the aid PRESTON of * his Go 
w illiam ſucceeded to his eſtate; While they continued faithful 
ſervants to to king Stephen, he gave earl Gilbert his right to the 
church of Luiton and the lands thereto b belonging, and put him 
into poſſeſſion thereof by Geoffrey de Watervile, who ſent William 

de Querceto to Luiton to repreſent him on this occaſion. This 
donation was ſeen and heard by numbers. But William the 
Chamberlain, a married layman, had taken poſſeſſion of the 
church, and made the free lands of the church a military fief (ecc/e- 


f fie libertatem redigerat in ſervitium officii militaris.) Earl Gilbert 


knowing this to be unreaſonable, with the king's leave gave the 


aforeſaid church and all its lands, which had been unjuſtly 


ſeized by William the chamberlain in frankalmaigne 7 out ad 


catus dedit & conceſut in eleemoſynam) to his kinſman, Gilbert de 


Cymmay, clerk, king's chaplain, intending thereby to b the 
1 of eccleſiaſtical OR _ The king and t 


2 er, were violently: miſapplied (in H cii militaris 'officium re- 
7 de by one William, t the chamberlain, who had ven the 
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of the church into military fief. Where 
poſſeſſed, and the church ſeized into the hands of the biſhop, who, 


upon William de Cymmay applying for his preſentation,. referred 
it to a meeting to be held at Oxford, where, upon full proof, he 


| was put into poſſeſſion of the church, with its lands, and all other 
appurtenances. 


* 4 * en 
- 43 es Ae. * * 82 * * 85 « * — 
— eee MS” OS WS 2 * e 5 c * 2 
2 * * * * . 0 1 SUSE * 28 * * Ce, EY 77 
SPE Px " W hs ” / ky * { 
3 4 . 5 
5 F 4 7 
. 2 5 2 ; * 
70 1 * . 4 
% > 2 . 3 A 
1 0 8. L * \ 
. 1 F. 
» 4. * 
* * . 
q a , 
2 ? * a 
l AT 
x 4 ; 
2 4 
4 : A * x + 
F * 
* k 8 {Fs : 4 1 ' - J 9 We * 
7 0 * 
: | e R 4+ \ 
x i 22 ; : 153" 8 1 * * * 
2 5 8 F f p . s 8 * . i : . 4 * ; * +, 
's 3 = N 8 * — 4 # f . 
4 : % b 7 ey 1 9 5 P L x 
1 4 - l 2 
5 ©... wt 
* 5 * 2 N 0 


ne 3 Cymmay to Alodaiiqvr 1 of e 
deſiring him to grant to him the ſaid church, and admit him 
parſon thereof (ei apperſonare . The biſhop Teplied he was un- 
willing to remove, except in a legal manner, William the cham- 
berlain from the church, though he had taken poſſeſſion of it by 
violence, and appointed him and Cymmay a hearing. William 
did not appear, but ſent a meſſage that he would not appear be- 
0p about a church which he did not hold in frank- 
almoigne, but hereditarily for military. ſervice. Another hearing 
was fixed, but nothing done. The biſhop, unwilling to condemm 


an abſent man, appointed a third in the town of Luiton, where 


 Williara lived, that he might have no excuſe. In the mean time 
the biſhop of Lincoln received orders from the biſhop. of Oſtia, 5 
then legate in England, to enquire whether the land held by 
William belonged to the church of Luiton, and, if it did, to re- 
ſtore the church and lands to its ecclefiaſtical rights. This order 


was delivered to Cymmay. When the day for the third Acaring 


came, William as uſual did not appear; but a king's writ ifſued to 


the people of Luiton to enquire if the land belonged to the church. ü 
it was certiſied and 


* ſworn to by all, that from the firſt building of the church, five 


The like precept came from the biſhop, ar 


hides in Luiton were given to it in frankalmoigne, and others 


afterwards bought by the parſons of the church (@ perſonis eccleſie); 
and ſo the church and all the land was held in frankalmoigne till the 
time of the laſt William the chamberlain, who turned the liberties 


zreupon William was diſ- 


Not long . Gilbert earl of Glouceſter, to 


whom 
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"heb he right of Jo" "IR of. the b with 1 lands had 
been granted, revolting from Stephen, the king gave the Whole 
town of Luton, with all the church fee therein, to Robert Wau- 
daxi, one of his adherents, whereby Gilbert de Cymmay. could 
by no means be compelled to hold the church, of him; becauſe. 


he before held it of his kinſman the earl of Glouceſter. | After 


; quiet poſſeſſion. of the church for ſixteen years, he fell ill of a 
dropſy, and Was given over by the phyficians. In this ſituation 
ahbot Robert frequently. We him, opened to him his deſire to 


_ .Gymmay conſented, and made over 


have the church of Lu 


all his right to Richard a pay ee of Bedford, and forthwith to 
prevent further application of every kind, preſented ( unperſonatum 


Sub/ritui fecit) a nephew of the abbot named Geoffrey, with the 


conſent of the archd 
ated to the abbot. Gilbert de Cymmay and his ſon Wi iliam we 
| eame monks at St. Alban s, and the former ſoon after died. 

his death abbot Robert, conſidering that Richard 
grant from the crown gave him only a ter 


got confirned by him to the church of St. Alban for ever the 


church of Luiton, and all that William the chamberlain held of 
his fee in the ſoke of Luiton, and in Herteſwelle, Badeleſdune, 


and Poteſgrave, by the ſervice of half a knights fee, which the 
ſaid William the chamberlain uſed to perform to his father, on 
condition that William's wife ſhould hold all her dowry lands for 
her life of the. church of St. Albans, at the accuſtomed ſervice; 
and after her deceaſe, the church of St. Alban on the ſame terms, 
For this grant the abbot gave the earl 80 marcs, and the earl was 
to guarantee it to the abbot, or get it to be holden by the ſame 


tenure of any who might unjuſtly ſeize it, or reſtore the money, 


The abbot, at the deſire of the kings the earl; and many of the no- 
I 6 Roo bility, 


( acon and Richard de Wandari, who Was re- 


de org : 


porary right, went to 
the earl of Glouceſter, and never ceaſed importuning him till he 
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Ulity, Pente 6 the woman to hold, not ny ber dowe 
land held by her huſband, though he nor ſhe had no title GA ptto2 
In proceſs of time, as the land had been made a military —— 


the ORE. of Glouceſter remitted it for Loh marcs e him ah 5 ab- a 5 


I. 


Ay ; got it Senke wy: ning Stephen byche ele df Balderic 
de figitlo, to whom, at the king's deſire, he granted two parts of the 
ſaid church to be held of him in chief ( principaliter),” a third p part 
to his nephew Jeffrey, and the land to Adam, clerk of the ſaic 
church. In the mean time the woman died, and all her Wed. 
fell in to the abbot and monks of St. Albans without apy ob- 
ſtruction. A diſpute uroſe touching a little piece of ſand” an- 
ciently given to the church of Euiton in frankalmoigne, betweer 
abbot Robert and one Henry, converſum de boſpitall, and having 
been more than It e heard before the king's juſtices, it was ar 
laſt referred to a jury at Luiton, who being bribed by Henry 
made a falſe return, that the land never belonged to the church; 

1 "of it but e INOE came to- an e 


fo he kept poſſeſfi 
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Henry H. on his nn enquiring after tie! crown lande; 4 


jury, miſled by the authority of older men ( antiquorum offer tioni- 


bus), returned on oath that the church of Luiton belonged to 
the crown, being informed by many perſons that the old church 
had been built upon royal demeſne, and therefore was in the 
king's gift; but that being entirely taken down, the preſent was 
erected on the earl of Glouceſter's fee. Upon this the King ſeized 
it by Richard archdeacon of Poitiers, and diſpoſſeſſed Balderic de 
 fgillo and Adam the clerk.” At the abbot's importunity it was 

however reſtored to His e till the matter Was aſcertained: | 
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deacon, who had the king's ear, or 


is. confeſſor (regis quaſi auricularins), to perſuade him to . „ f 


e did on condition of having two. parts of it . i 1 
eld by Balderic and Adam made over to him, to which the abbot e 


z 
Y 


in his dilerama (in dr ice Pojitus) though not ſtrictly conforn. able 
to the canons, conſented. Not long after the King being at 


- 


rendon, the abbot, by intreaties and promiſes, intermixed wit] 


threats of law and the martyr's vengeance, prevailed on. k V 
give and confirm the church of Luiton and Hocton (Houghton);. Ts | AF 
with all OLI in free eee b alms, to the then 
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Compoſitio facta inter epiſcopum Lincolnenſem & abbatem Sci Albani. 


© VUniverſis See Matris eccleſiæ filiis ad quos præſens fcriptum pervenerit. Ri- 
chardus Dei permiſſione Sareſberienfis eccleſiæ miniſter humilis, & Willielmus && 


Richardus ejuſdem permiſſione de Weſtmonaſterio & de Waltham abbates, ſalutem _ 


in Domino. Noverit univerſitas veſtra quod cum inter epiſcopum Lincolnienſem 


Hugonem ſecundum ex una parte & Gulielmum abbatem & conventum ex altera, 


coram diverſis judicibus auctoritate literarum domini Papæ Honorii tert ſuper 
diverſis petitionibus quæſtiones mutuæ verterentur, viz. coram me Sarisberienſi epiſ- 


copo & conjudicibus mei, ſuper ordinatione vicariz eccleſiæ de Luituna: Item 
coram nobis Weſtmonaſterii & Waltham abbatibus & priore Sce Trinitatis, Lon- 


don?, ſuper ſubjectione cellarum de Beauvoir, de Hertford & de Bello loco, & ſuper 


taxatione vicariæ de Luituna, & ſuper cuſtodia ejuſdem cum vacaret, & fuper 


appropriatione omnjum eccleſiar in quibus jura pontificalia non habent abbates 


Sci Albani, & aſſignatione vicariar' in eiſdem, necnon & cuſtodiis earumdem ecele- 


ſiarum & vicariar cum eas vacare contigerit: Item coram abbate de Sibeton & 


conjudicibus ſuis ſuper portione quam dicti abbates & conyentus tenent in proprios - 


uſus in eccleſia de Luitona: Tandem recepta die pacis inter eos reformandæ poſt 
mutuum tractatum (nobis mediantibus inter eos) amicabiliter habitum; Epiſcopus 


Lincoln” per literas capituli ſui de rato ſpeciales ad componendum, & abbas Sci 


Albani per literas capituli ſui de rato ſimiliter ſpeciales ad componendum, procu- 


ratores conſtituti ſuper omnibus præmiſſis petitionibus & querelis, ad reformandam 


amicabiliter pacem inter eos & eor* eccleſias pro ſe & pro capitulis ſuis ſimpliciter 
& abſolute noſtræ ſe ſubjecerunt ordinationi, promittentes ſolemniter coram nobis 


& multis aliis in verbo Dei quod noſtræ ſtarent in hac parte irrefragabiliter ordi- 
Nos igitur, Deum habentes pre oculis, & utriuſque eccleſiæ proſpicientes 


nationi. 
in poſterum paci & tranquillitati, pacem inter eos amicabilem providimus & ordi- 


navimus in hunc modum; ſcilicet, de vicaria eccleſiæ de Luitona (cujus occaſione 


ſuper cæteris mota eſt controverſia) fic erit. Quod in eccleſia de Luitona per- 
petua ordinetur vicaria. Ita ſcilicet quod qui pro tempore erit vicarius habebit 
nomine perpetuæ vicariæ omnes obventiones & omnes minutas decimas eccleſiæ 
de Luitona & omnium capellarum ad eum pertinentuim, & omnia alia ad eandem 


eccleſiam & capellas pertinentia, eum manſo competenti, exceptis garbis & terra ad 
eccleſiam & ad capellas pertinent; & inde vicarii ſuſtinebunt omnia onera ececle- 5 


ſiæ parochialia, ſynodalia, archidiaconalia, ordinaria, & conſueta ſicut vicarii. Vi- 
carii autem in eceleſia de Luitona ſucceſſive inſtituendi præſentabuntur epiſcopo 
Lincolnienſi & ſucceſſoribus ſuis ab abbate & conventu Sei Albani vella conventu 


vacante abbatia. Epiſcopus vero & ſucceſſores ſui idoneos viros fibi præſentatos 
fine moræ diſpendio & fine difficultate admittere tenentur. Habebit autem epiſ- 
copus & ſucceſſores ſui plenam juriſdictionem in eccleſia . de Euitona & cuſtodiam 


£cjuſdem vicariz cum vacaverit. Ib. p. 130. 131. 
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